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News around the Province and Beyond 

During the month of January, 

Fr. John & Fr. Luke Vu attended 

one of the two meetings that 

Fr. General and his Definitory 

scheduled with the various 

provincials, custos, and        

delegates from around the  

Order. Fr. John reported that 

he had the opportunity to visit 

with Br. Mark and  Friars Peter 

and Joseph who are studying 

at the Seraphicum. 



West Coast San Francisco Walk for Life 

Friars Bao and Anthony represented the 

friars during San Francisco’s Walk for Life. 

On the east coast, Friar Israel and the fri-

ars from Silver Springs walked in the 

Washington, DC Walk for Life. 

Fr. Paul Gawlowski, our Province’s       

Vocation Director, spoke at the Masses 

at our St. Paul Parish in Pismo Beach on 

Vocation Awareness.  

YCL Mass - On January 24th the Religious 

of the Chicago Archdiocese gathered with 

Archbishop Blase Cupich for the closing of 

the Year of Consecrated Life.                  

Our Conventual presence was very strong. 

The postulants served as ushers, the   

professed friars served as deacons,        

acolytes, and thurifer.  



Definitory notes from January 11th through the 13th    

St. Joseph of Cupertino Friary  

 

 Discussed the financial reports as of end of November, 2015.  At the time of the meeting 

the final 2016 reports and the 2016 Province budget were not available.  Through diligence 

and discipline our numbers look much better than our 2015 budget projection, though we 

will still probably end the year with a deficit.  The generally positive response of the Friars 

to our financial crisis was gratefully noted. 

 A vote was taken to endorse the joint petition of John Heinz and Jim Kent’s (OLC Minister 

Provincial), to the Minister General to move our interprovincial Novitiate to St. Joseph of 

Cupertino Friary in Arroyo Grande. 

 Met with Luke Vu and discussed the present situation of the Mission 

 Received a request from the Mission for permission to sell a small property in Cu Chi that 

would not be suitable for the Friars future use.  Estimated value is thought to be about 

$30,000.00.  This request received a positive vote. 

 Received a request from the Mission for permission to purchase a car, the expense of 

which would not exceed $30,000.00.  This request received a positive vote. 

 Voted to affirm a request by John Heinz of the General Curia for permission to grant Dele-

gation status to the Vietnam Mission. 

 Voted positively on adopting a Province Policy that the Social Security benefits for any Friar 

be electronically deposited into a retirement designated account. 

 Discussed several personnel situations. 

 Discussed the situations of our various Friars in Formation. 

 Received from John Heinz an update of our “Visioning” committee and our work with the 

National Religious Retirement Fund. 

 Decided to loan a sweater of St. Maximilian Kolbe that has been stored in the Province ar-

chives to Masseo Gonzales in order to promote our Kolbean heritage. 

 Received an update from Kevin Schindler-McGraw on the progress of our website and gen-

eral communications especially in regards to Development, Vocation promotion, and Mis-

sion promotion.  

 Discussed the progress of our Development Office and the various Friary fundraisers that 

are in the planning process for 2016.  Noted that the Development Office distributed the 

first of what will be a quarterly newsletter in January.  Special thanks were given to Kevin 

Schindler-McGraw and Mr. Chris Garza for producing this. 



Definitory Minutes—continued 

 

 Discussed the movement of the Conventual Franciscan Federation towards the adop-

tion of a common Safe Environment policy. 

 Discussed the need to update our Province Statutes. 

 Reviewed our progress of our 4 Year Plan adopted at our 2014 Province Chapter.   

The next Definitory will begin on Wednesday, February 24th and Thursday, February 25th. 
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